
B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Provider of Choice 

IOU Service; Rate Construct

October 12, 2022



B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Todayôs Workshop
Michelle Lichtenfels, Program Manager, Provider of Choice



B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O NB O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Time 
Start

Time 
End

Topic Presenter(s)

9 a.m. 9:05 a.m. Intro and Expectations Michelle Lichtenfels

9:05 a.m. 9:15 a.m. Correction from October 5 Workshop Kim Thompson

9:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. IOU Service Proposal Sarah Burczak

9:45 a.m. 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. 11:45 a.m. Rate Construct: Tiered Rates v. Buy and Meld Daniel Fisher

11:45 a.m. 12:00 p.m. Q&A and Wrap-up All

Agenda
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Å Presenters will take pauses for questions.

Å There is scheduled Q & A time.

Å If a question arises during a presentation, please:

ï Hold your question until a pause, or 

ï Write your question in the Webexchat with the corresponding slide number.

Å Chat questions will be addressed in the order received.

Å We will call on raised hands.        You can unmute/mute yourself.

ï Please state your name and organization.

Format
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Å Distribute workshop materials a minimum of 48 
hours in advance via email and/or post on BPA 
website.

ï Materials will not be printed.

Å Start and end workshops on time.

Å Facilitate and moderate conversations with an eye 
on workshop objectives and scope.

Å Provide open and inclusive opportunities for 
feedback, both within and following workshops.

Å Respect others and assume good intentions.

Å Bring a constructive mentality.
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Workshop Roles & Expectations: BPA
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Workshop Roles & Expectations: Participants

Å Come prepared by reviewing materials in advance 

of workshops. 

Å Participants are empowered to represent utility or 

organization, as applicable.

Å Share your perspective and provide feedback. 

Å Limit discussion to the scope of each workshop. 

Donôt start side conversations.

Å Respect others and assume good intentions.

Å Bring a constructive mentality.
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Correction from October 5 Workshop 
on Unspecified Non-federal Resources

Kim Thompson, VP of Requirements Marketing
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ÅBPA received a question during Oct. 5 workshop 
regarding the application of unspecified non-federal 
resources for the Provider of Choice contracts.

ÅAdvice given during workshop was statutorily 
grounded in the NW Power Act [paraphrased below 
from Ä5(b)(1)]:  
ÅAny resources used to serve a firm load shall be treated as 

continuing to be so used, unless such use is discontinued 
with the consent of the Administrator, or unless such use is 
discontinued because of obsolescence, retirement, loss of 
resource, or loss of contract rights.
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Unspecified Resource Advice Grounded in The Act
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ÅOn review, the 5(b)9(c) Policy, Regional Dialogue Policy & ROD, 
and the Regional Dialogue contract together address the statutory 
concerns and direct the treatment of unspecified non-federal 
resources.

ÅSection 3.3.2.2 of body of Regional Dialogue agreement:
ñUpontermination or expiration of this Agreement any Unspecified Resource
Amounts listed in Exhibit A shall expire, and «Customer Name» shall have no
further obligation to apply Unspecified Resource Amounts.ò
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Correction on Regional Dialogue Unspecified Non-federal Resources  
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ÅUnspecified non-federal resources will not be assumed under Provider of 
Choice contracts, and BPA will not require customers to request resource 
removal determinations for their Regional Dialogue Unspecified Resource 
Amounts.

ÅThe Unspecified Resource Amounts will remain in the CHWM tool as an option to turn 
on to see the impact to the calculation. 

ÅBPA currently plans to cover non-federal resources, including 
considerations for CHWMs, at the Nov. 9 workshop.

ÅPlease contact your AE and/or email post2028@bpa.gov with any 
additional questions.

ÅWe appreciate your feedback and attention to this issue.
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Provider of Choice Unspecified Non-federal Resources
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IOU Service Proposal
Sarah Burczak, Policy Lead for Provider of Choice
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Under section 5(b) of the Northwest Power Act, investor-owned 
utilities (IOUs) have a right to purchase power from BPA up to 
their net requirements load at the 7(f) New Resources (NR) rate.  

BPAôs Provider of Choice Concept Paper largely focused on PF 
load service. BPA committed to discussing 5(b) service for IOUs 
at a workshop. 

Todayôs workshop will share the proposed offering and how to 
engage in process. 
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Context
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Å Under Regional Dialogue, the investor owned utilities 
signed Block contracts in late 2008. 
ï Any power sales under the contract would be at the NR 

rate.

ï Contract referred to as the NR Block contract.

Å The contracts included specific election windows 
during which IOUs could elect power purchases and 
deliveries under the contract.  
ï All election windows have passed, with no IOU customers 

electing to exercise right to a power purchase. 
ï As such, purchases of actual power will not occur under 

these contracts. 
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Regional Dialogue


